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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CAMP MOLLY ZORRA JUNE 1-4 
  
NEWS  
 
After a successful 2022, Camp Molly will grow from two (2) camps to eight (8) in 2023 with 
Zorra Fire hosting in June. 
 
The four-day camp will give approximately 30 young women the opportunity to get an inside 
look at a career in fire and emergency services. Participants will rotate through a series of 
activities based on Firefighter Level 1 training, such as Fire Investigation & Fire Dynamics, 
Medical Scenarios, Auto Extrication, Firefighter Survival & Forcible Entry, and more. They will 
be challenged, empowered, and change the way they see themselves as young women over 
the 4 days.  
 
With February 1st marking the start of Black History Month, it is important to recognize Molly 
Williams as the namesake for the camp. Molly was enslaved in 1818 when she became the 
first female firefighter with Oceanus Engine Co. 11, in Lower Manhattan. After all the male 
firefighters became sick with influenza, Molly answered the call to duty and was recognized for 
her strength and resiliency. Her incredible story has been memorialized into the children’s 
novel, “Molly, By Golly!” and over 200 years later, Molly Williams continues to be known as a 
trailblazer in the field of firefighting. Camp Molly aims to carry on her legacy by inspiring other 
firewomen. 
 
Camp Molly Zorra will be primarily hosted from the Thamesford Station with support of the 
surrounding Oxford County Fire Departments, in addition to instructors from all over the 
province. Applications for this year’s camp will open March 1. Applicants must be aged 15 to 
18, identify as female, and attend a local school. Those interested and eligible are encouraged 
to stay tuned to Zorra.ca/Camp-Molly for more information. Be sure to follow Camp Molly 
on Instagram and use the hashtag #CampMollyZorra to join the conversation.  
 
“Camp Molly is about providing the young women in our community a mentorship opportunity 
through the fire services where they can engage hands-on in all facets of the career,” said 
Zorra Fire Chief Deanna Kirwin. “Providing a positive experience and examples of other 
empowered females will help these young women develop self-confidence, have an 
opportunity to explore their skills in our community, and grow to understand that a career in 
emergency services could be for them. Having had the opportunity to participate in both Camps 
last year in Quinte and Vaughan, I am ecstatic to have the opportunity to host one of our own!”  
 

https://www.zorra.ca/en/our-services/camp-molly.aspx?_mid_=9457
https://www.instagram.com/campmolly_fire/
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BACKGROUND 
 
Located in the heart of southwestern Ontario, Zorra Township has a population of 
approximately 9,000 people in a rural/urban setting. The Township comprises several rural 
clusters and two serviced villages. Zorra’s vision is for a vibrant, prosperous, engaged and 
environmentally conscious community that evokes pride in residents for its accomplishments 
and continuing resilience as it forges the future. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT  
Deanna Kirwin | Fire Chief/CEMC | Township of Zorra  
519-485-2490 Ext. 7240 | 1-888-699-3868 | dkirwin@zorra.ca  
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